
United States History ( PreAP & APUSH) 

Summer Assignment – 2017 

Mrs. Butterfield 

 

Welcome to US History! The US History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills 

and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in US History.  The 

program makes demands on students, equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college 

courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive 

problem, reliability, and importance.   

 

The class is fast paced so that we can cover everything in order to prepare you to take the EOC and AP 

Exams. As a result, a summer assignment is required as a “slow start” to help you get a handle on things 

and help prepare for the class. This preparation is to be done BEFORE you arrive to class. The goal of 

these assignments will be to introduce students to the pace of the class, the level of work that will be 

expected, and get you thinking about history. The expectation is that these assignments will be 

completed by the first day of class.  

 

Assignment: 
 

Task 1 [AP only]:  (worth 100 points) 

 

 Become familiar with College Board and the AP US History Course 

a. Visit the College Board Website for AP United States History 

    https://apstudent.collegeboard.org 

b. Create an account (if you do not already have one) 

c. Explore the AP United States History Course overview and course description 

d. Identify the following information: 

1. How is the AP US History test laid out?   

2. What types of questions will the test contain?  

3. What is the time limit of the AP exam? 

4. What are the 9 periods of US History that are assessed by the AP exam? 

5. What are the 7 themes in US History that are developed in the AP course? 

6. What are the 9 historical thinking skills that are developed in the AP 

course? 

 

Task 2 [Pre-AP & AP]:  (worth 100 points) 

 

 Read Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 

a. Locate a copy of Uncle Tom’s Cabin (it is available on Kindle or at 

www.gutenberg.org FREE) 

b. Read Uncle Tom’s Cabin keeping in mind the 3 plot lines:  1) Tom’s story as 

slave who is sold and ultimate martyrdom by Simon Legree  2)  Eliza’s escape 

from slavery  and 3)  Cassy’s efforts to outsmart Legree and finally escape 

c. After reading the novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe create a chart identifying 3 

examples from the book for each of the following themes:   

 

i. Racism in both the North and the South 

ii. Feminism in antebellum America 

iii. Influence of Christian values in antebellum America 

 

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/


 

 

Task 3 [Pre-AP and AP]: (worth 200 points) 

 

Task:   As a student of American History it is important to know the men who have led this 

country in its first 240 years. As such, each of you will make a set of Presidential 

flashcards to be used as a review tool and a source of information for each President of 

the United States of America and their significant contributions. 

TEK:   Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather 

information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a 

decision.   Analyze, evaluate, make inferences, and predict trends from data. 

  

Step 1:  Using an index card, create a flash card for each President by writing the name of the 

President on the Card 

            a.  You will make a card for Washington through Trump 

           b.  Grover Cleveland should have 2 cards because he was elected 2 times but 

NOT consecutively 

Step 2: On the reverse side of the name include the following information: 

           a.  Dates in office 

           b.  Vice President’s name 

            c.  3 significant events from time in office (not prior to becoming President) 

Examples: WWI, WWII, Emancipation Proclamation, 13th Amendment, 

18th Amendment, War Powers Act 

d.  Your events may or may not be the same 3 as another person’s cards because 

each President has more than 3 significant events. You will have to make a 

decision about what are SIGNIFICANT points in history by EVALUATING the 

information you have GATHERED and ANALYZED 

  

*All Presidents will have 3 significant events with the exception of: 

             William Henry Harrison who died 1 month into office from Pneumonia 

                     (this is the only fact need for Harrison) 

             James Garfield who was assassinated 6 months into office 

                   (this plus WHY he was assassinated are the only 2 facts needed for Garfield) 

  

**Helpful websites:    White House: www.whitehouse.gov  

                                   Miller Center: http://millercenter.org 

                                   POTUS: http://www.ipl.org/div/potus 

  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me: cheryl.butterfield@gpisd.org  

 

 


